
Linguathon: 
Language learning for a good cause

Dear Sponsor,

Thanks again for supporting me during my recent self-proclaimed “Linguathon”.  You’ll be 
happy to know that, thanks to the generosity of  a few kind souls like yourself, I was able to 
raise almost $200 for the Tamaraneh Society.  If  you have a few minutes, please click here to 
hear a short segment about Tamaraneh that recently aired on CBC Radio’s Edmonton AM.

Your donation is helping to pay for a teacher’s salary at the                                               
Alberta-Canada Junior High School in Romano Village, Sierra Leone. 

DELF French exam
As for the French exam itself, I quite recklessly skipped B1, the level I should have taken and 
prematurely challenged B2. Happily, I passed, and now hold a certificate that says the 
following about my French ability:

A B2 user has a degree of  independence that allows him/her to construct arguments to defend his/her 
opinion, explain his/her viewpoint and negotiate. At this level, the candidate has a degree of  fluency 

and spontaneity in regular interactions and is capable of  correcting his/her own mistakes.

Having said that, with a mark of  53%, just barely above the pass/fail line, my score is 
nothing to brag about.  Realistically speaking, I couldn’t have expected to do much better 
because French hasn’t played much of  a role in my life for a very long time, especially while I 
was in Asia.  On the brighter side of  things, I now have a clear picture of  the areas on which 
I should focus in order to improve for next time. 

As you know, language learning is something that I’m quite passionate about.  If  someone in 
your family or circle of  friends aspires to some degree of  competency in another language, 
please encourage them to keep at it.  Contrary to popular belief, Albertans have a wealth of  
language learning opportunities and resources right here at home-- there’s simply no need to 
move across the world for the sole purpose of  welcoming another language into your life!

Post-exam report

In terms of  collecting your donation (because of  my poor score, you only owe about half  of  
your pledge!) how would you like to proceed?  If  you prefer a cheque, I can provide an 
address; if  credit card works better, you can simply use our Canada Helps giving page.   

Thanks again for your support!   
Raymond Matthias       raymond@wordsummit.com
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